
UNPACKING THE LAYERS
A PLACE-CONSCIOUS, NATURE-BASED, LAND-AS-TEACHER APPROACH TO 

ECOSYSTEMS

WONDERINGS ON HOW TO EMBED MATHEMATICAL THINKING FOR DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING, APPRECIATION AND STEWARDSHIP



WHAT COULD DECOLONIZING MY PRACTICE “LOOK LIKE” ?

BEGIN WITH THE END!

I want the grade 3 students to observe, ask questions, be filled with wonder about the 

environment right outside our door.

I seek to step back and let the teachings of the more-than-human world infuse connection to 

place and a recognition that we are “within the ecosystem”.
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DAVID BARNUM’S CONTACTS
• SD 44, NORTH VANCOUVER, CLEVELAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (dbarnum@sd44.ca)

• FACULTY ASSOCIATE | ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (david_barnum@sfu.ca)
SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY | FACULTY OF EDUCATION
8888 UNIVERSITY DR., BURNABY, B.C. V5A 1S6
T: 604 741 1812 | WWW.SFU.CA/EDUCATION/GS

• HTTPS://WWW.SFU.CA/EDUCATION/GS/DEGREEDIPLOMA/GRADDIPLOMAFP/EXPERIENTIAL2
/FA.HTML

• TED TALK “RETHINKING LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS” 
HTTPS://WWW.TED.COM/TALKS/DAVID_BARNUM_RETHINKING_LEARNING_ENVIRONMENTS_
COMMUNITY_AS_CLASSROOM

http://www.sfu.ca/education/gs
https://www.sfu.ca/education/gs/degreediploma/graddiplomafp/experiential2/fa.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_barnum_rethinking_learning_environments_community_as_classroom

